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           Contact: Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555

HERSETH            SANDLIN TO PARTICIPATE IN WHITE HOUSE FISCAL SUMMIT

President,            Vice President, Cabinet Members, and other Experts to Focus on Critical            Fiscal Issues Facing our Country
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February            20, 2009, Washington D.C. –             U.S. Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin will join President Barack Obama,            Vice President Joseph Biden, members of the Cabinet and senior Administration            officials for a Fiscal Summit hosted at the White House on Monday, February            23. Herseth Sandlin, who serves as Co-chair for Administration for the            Blue Dog Coalition, was invited to participate to represent the Blue            Dogs.

Herseth Sandlin            said, “This summit is a needed opportunity to shine a light on the fiscal            challenges our country faces in the mid- and long-term. I’m committed            to working with the administration and with leaders from both parties            to ensure that the federal government has the kind of long-term budget            enforcement tools that are necessary to reduce our national debt and            stabilize our economy in the long run. It’s not just a fiscal issue,            it’s a national security issue and it speaks to the kind of country            we are going to leave to the next generations of Americans.” 

Last week, Herseth            Sandlin and more than 40 members of the Blue Dog Coalition met with            President Obama at the White House to discuss similar issues surrounding            fiscal responsibility. This Summit follows up on that conversation,            and will include three sessions:
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Session 1: The President            and Vice President will each deliver remarks in an opening session in            the State Dining Room.

Session 2: Breakout            discussion groups led by members of the Cabinet and senior Administration            officials on key fiscal issues.

Session 3: Plenary            discussion led by the President regarding results of the five breakout            groups. 
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